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Minister asks for access
o Indian markets

Khurram Dastagir Khan indicates that trade liberalisation through
the land route will happen before MFN is granted

A ADITTPHADNGS  tyeen the two counties have
oo

port around 7,500 items toits  will happen before MEN.
NWOEH  pecomeavicumtoescalation  © A1 ERAL TRADE neighbour, up from 1,946 ear-  Kiurram Dastgir Khan, who
Newly sworn-in Federal of tension onborders. The talks lier. The positive listcontained s on his second tour of India,
Minister Khurram Dastagir have seen a pause since early vegetables, meat products, said the greaest NOn-tariff
Khan has said that granting 2013 following tension on the animals, fruits, tea, spices, barrier right now is the visa

‘most favoured nation (MFN)  Line of Conrrol. palm oil, crude oil, sugar, regime, urgingittobe relaxed.
status treatment to India is _Economist and trade ex- cotton and organic chemicals,  immediately

“not too far” and access to  pert Rajiv Kumar said: “In  itemscannow beimported  among others. India and Pakistan had set
marketsiswhatmattersmost, the absence of a move ffom  fom India, much morethan  The munister, however, a target of $6 billion bilareral
not nomenclarure. Pakistan, India should make the earfer st of 1946 pointed out as far as giving  ade by 2014, In 201213, wade

“The main idea is to get unilateral rade concessions to ‘market access in agriculrure  berween the two nations stood
‘more market access. It does  Pakistan.” s concernied, there are sensi-  at $2.5 billion. According to

not matter what nomencla-  *India should seriously con-  to India and thereby contrib-  tvities attached toit. “Wetake  Sunil Kant Munjal of Hero
ture is used,” he said, add- ~sider giving unilateral access ute to improving its economic  sensitivities on our agriculture  MotoCorp, who is also the co-

ing that both sides are slowly to Pakistan and prune its performance.” Sector very seriously. Thisisa  chair of Pakistan India Joint
gaining marketaccessineach  Negative list without waiting  Pakistan hasalready missed  tough issueand weneed tore-  Business Forum (PJBE), Di-
other's countries. for the MEN status. India has  the deadline of granting MEN  spect each other'ssensitivities”  lateral trade might reach $10

Khurram Dastagir is in  a huge surplus in its formal  status to India. In December  On the issue of allow- billion in the next fiveyears.
India to take partin the Saarc  bilateral wade,” Kumarsaid. 2012, Islamabad liguidated the ~ ing more goods to be raded  Next month, the ‘Made in
Business Conclave, besides  Headded thatIndia’sunilat- negative list of 1,200 items.  through Wagah-Attari bor- India’ show is taking place
holding talks with Ris Indian  eral grant of better marketac-  Thelistcontained 1,209 items  der, he said itis under“active  in Lahore. Besides, the third
counterpart Anand Sharmaon  cess will not materially harm  that India Cnnot export o negotiation and the discus-  round of Pakistan India Joint
saturday. India’s interests. “On the Pakistan, including phar- sion s in progress” Heeven Business Forum (PIBE) will

‘The minister's address comes  other hand, it could providea  maceutical and agricultural  hinted that trade liberalisa-  take place on February 18 and.
ata timewhen trade alks be-  real filip to Pakistani exports  products. India can now ex-  tion through the land route  19in Pakistan.





