Beijing to subsidize battery charging stations
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The Chinese government will subsidize battery charging stations to support the commercialization of electric vehicles, said Wan Gang, China's minister of science and technology.

Wan, who spoke Saturday at an auto industry forum in the north China city of Tianjin, gave no details about the subsidy. He said requirements for the subsidy are included in the revised green-vehicle subsidy policy the Chinese government will release soon.

In July 2010, Beijing started offering a subsidy of as much as 60,000 yuan ($9,836) for an EV and 50,000 yuan for a plug-in vehicle in five cities -- Shanghai, Hangzhou, Hefei, Shenzhen and Changchun -- to support vehicle electrification.

Under the policy, conventional hybrids were granted a subsidy of only 3,000 yuan and no subsidy was given for charging station construction.

But the subsidy policy expired at the end of last year. Wan said the Chinese government is revising the policy to make the subsidy available in more cities.
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